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intellectual work of constitution-making, had he been at
home in the world of politics.
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The twelve years following Madison's retirement from
public life, during which Monroe was President for two
terms and J. Q. Adams for one, are among the most
momentous years of American history. The first two-thirds
of the period did not express, in political terms, the revolu-
tion that was taking place in America; but during the last
four years the issues began to be fought out savagely in the
open. With the defeat of Adams, in 1828, the America
of the founding fathers died; the America of the Civil War
was born. Two new and mighty forces produced the trans-
formation of the United States after the War of 1812:
the industrial revolution and the rise of the new West.
There was a brief, fierce struggle to determine whether the
inevitable changes should be directed and controlled by
statesmanship, or whether they were to grow haphazard.
The triumph of Jacksonian democracy meant that the
country was committed to the latter course.
The South changed more dramatically, during these
twelve years, than any other section of the country.* The
industrial revolution in England had created a vast textile
industry^ demanding hitherto unimagined quantities of
cotton. And the cotton-gin, invented in 1793, was making
it possible for the South to supply this demand. Also, the
gin was opening up a new empire for the cotton grower.
Before the invention of the gin, the only cotton that could
be grown in the upland districts (the short-staple cotton)
was economically useless, since the labour of picking the
seeds from it by hand made the cost prohibitive. The gin,
however, made short-staple cotton marketable, enabling
the Southern planter to move west from the exhausted soil
of the tidewater region. The figures are impressive: in
* The classic description of the economic revolution in the United States
during these years is to be found in F. J. Turner's The Rise of the New West,
' from which come many of the facts that are here presented,
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